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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 02570 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: ESTC, COCOM, ACOM, GW 

SUBJECT: US PROPOSAL IN COCOM FOR COMPUTER CONTROLS 

REF: STATE 026849 

1. EMBOFF DELIVERED REF REVISIONS TO FRG ECONMIN 
COCOM OFFICIALS ON FEBRUARY 12. OFFICIALS QUICKLY 
REVIEWED TEXT AND PROMISED TO PASS IT ON TO THEIR 
COMPUTER SPECIALISTS. 

2. MIN OFFICIALS TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS 
REGRET AT THE SLOW PACE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS POINTING 
OUT THAT THE DOCUMENT UNDER REVISION DATES FROM 
1971 AND THAT APPARENT AMERICAN FOOT DRAGGING ON 
THE QUESTION OF COMPUTER CONTROLS IS BEGINNING TO 
PROVE AN EMBARRASSMENT TO THE GERMANS. IT WAS 
POINTED OUT TO THE EMBOFF THAT THE USG HAD JUST 
POSTPONED AGAIN THE SECOND ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS 
FROM FEBRUARY DATES IN REF UNTIL SOMETIME IN APRIL. 
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3. THE OFFICIALS INFORMED THE EMBOFF THAT A 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION HAD BEEN RAISED IN THE 
BUNDESTAG DEFENSE COMMITTEE RECENTLY ON A 
LIBERALIZATION OF COMPUTER EXPORT POLICIES IN WHICH 
THE RECENT IBM ESPIONAGE CASE WAS CITED AS AN EXAMPLE 
OF HOW THE SOVBLOC WILL STEAL WHAT IT CANNOT ACQUIRE 
LEGALLY, AND THESE OFFICIALS THOUGHT IT WAS THUS 
TIME TO DEFINE MORE LIBERALLY WHAT ACTUALLY 
CONSTITUTES A "SEMI-STRATEGIC" ITEM. 

4. IT WAS NOTED TO THE EMBOFF THAT THE FRG HAD 
NO DESIRE TO COMPLICATE US/USSR RELATIONS, AND AS 
FAR AS INDISPUTABLY STRATEGIC ITEMS WERE CONCERNED 
THE FRG WOULD CONTINUE TO COOPERATE FULLY IN COCOM. 
THE POINT WAS THAT IN THE PRESENT ECONOMIC SITUATION, 
EXPORTS PLAY AN EVER MORE IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE FRG, 
AND COMPUTER EXPORTS HAVE A SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC 
IMPACT ON OVERALL GERMAN EXPORTS. THUS, THERE WAS 
DEVELOPING STRONG PRESSURE IN GERMAN INDUSTRY, 
SUPPORTED BY INCREASING NUMBERS OF PARLIAMENTARIANS, 
TO OPEN UP THIS POTENTIALLY VERY PROFITABLE FIELD. 

IT WAS TIME, SAID THE OFFICIALS, FOR COCOM AND THE 
U.S. TO SHOW SOME FORWARD MOVEMENT. HIT ,T F.NBR AND 
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